Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.184; data-to-parameter ratio = 24.5.
In the title compound, C 13 H 15 NO 2 , the plane of the indole ring forms a dihedral angle of 5.26 (6) with the ester group and the ethyl side-chain C atoms. The crystal packing is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For biological activities of indole derivatives, see: Okabe & Adachi (1998) ; Schollmeyer et al. (1995) . For related structures, see: Chakkaravarthi et al. (2007 Chakkaravarthi et al. ( , 2008 .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker Kappa APEXII diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 
Comment
The indole derivatives are found to possess antibacterial (Okabe and Adachi, 1998) and antitumour activities (Schollmeyer et al., 1995) . In continuation to our studies in indole derivatives, we determine the crystal structure of the title compound (I). The geometric parameters of the molecule of (I) (Fig. 1) agree well with the reported structures (Chakkaravarthi et al., 2007; Chakkaravarthi et al., 2008) .
The five-(N1/C1/C6/C7/C8) and six-(C1-C6) membered rings in the indane group are almost planar, with a dihedral angle of 1.67 (6)° between these rings. The plane of indole ring forms a dihedral angle of 5.26 (6)° with the ester group.
The molecular packing is stabilized by weak intramolecular C-H···O interaction and the crystal packing of (I) is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-H···O and C-H···π interactions (Table 1) (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
To a stirred suspension of NaH (0.6 mmol, hexane washed) in THF (2 ml), a solution of 2-carbethoxy-3-methyl indole (0.5 mmol) in THF (2 ml) was added and stirred for 30 minutes at room temperature. To the reaction mixture, a solution of Iodomethane (0.6 mmol) was added and stirring was continued for further 6 hr. After the indole was consumed (monitored by TLC), the reaction mixture was quenched with cold dil HCl (25 ml), extracted with ethyl acetate (2 x 10 ml) and dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). Removal of solvent followed by crystalization (hexane) afforded as yellow crystal.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic H atoms, C-H = 0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for CH2 and C-H = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for methyl H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at 50% probability level.
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